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purposes and revenge! Of this we have already had
a foretaste. The accusers must certainly be heard,
but they must be made to understand that, in formu-
lating their accusations, they at the same time are
bound to prove them."
The sudden death of Baron Reinach on Novem-
ber soth introduced an element of mystery into the
subsequent proceedings. It did seem an extraordinary
thing that one of the accused men, whose evidence
was of the utmost importance, should have passed away
naturally on the eve of prosecution. The medical
testimony was definite that the Baron had died of
apoplexy, though it was rumoured strongly that it was
a case of suicide, or even murder. A still wilder
assertion was considered by the Committee, that there
was no corpse in the coffin, only stones, and that
in reality the Baron was still alive, a refugee from
justice. The fevered political demand for victims
was ready to attach credence to the most fantastic
reports, and on November 28th in the Chamber
of Deputies the Marquis de la Ferronaye rose
to question M. Ricard, Minister of Justice, on the
circumstances of the Baron's death, and to demand
an exhumation.
In reply the Minister "urged that all the proper
formalities had been observed. The public commissary
saw the coffin closed, the Prefect of the Seine authorised
the burial at Beauvais, and the Procureur sent, not for
the family doctor, but for the registration doctor, who
certified that the body bore no marks of violence, and
that, according to the information furnished him, death